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Of Challenges to Paradise 


By Bill Luton 

In my report last year I called the 
summer of'93 "one to cherish." So 
how about the summer of '94? Was 
it another like that? Well, not quite 

— at least if you were active on the 
Fish & Wildlife habitat Restoration 
Project (F&WHRP). 

Mind you, lots of good things 
happened. Take Aquafest, for 
example. With Harbourffont Park 
open for the first time, the potential 
of the harbour began to be realized. 
As The Spectator put it: "Fun rules 
the waves." And 100,000 people 
were drawn to the waterfront. All I 
can say is tutu n you nxissoc. it, ± 
sorry for you. If you did go, then or 
at any other time in the summer, I 
hope you looked down into the water 

— really looked down. Did you 
notice something? Sure, the water is 
a lot clearer, but it was like that last 
year (well, almost). What is new is 
all the fine water plants that are 
thriving in the shallows because of 
the light they can now get. 

On the downside, this is not seen 
as pine benefit by some members of 


the boating community. To clear 
small craft channels some harvesting 
of the water plant growth in the 
shallow areas, especially in Macassa 
Bay, has been necessary. This is a 
responsible way to handle this 
"problem," although it must also be 
reported that the request of the marina 
operator was to use herbicide to kill 
the plants. Seems strange, when so 
many are trying so hard to clean up 
the water. Fortunately, the request 
was turned down by the Ministry of 
the Environment and Energy. 

In Cootes Paradise much progress 
was made: the access bridge for the 
ccrp hair.^/fishway was successfully 
put in place over Chedoke Creek. 
Who will forget the ground breaking 
on that snowy, windy day in April? 
This bridge will not only serve for the 
construction and operation of the 
fishway, but will also serve as a key 
part of the future trail connecting 
Princess Point with the harbour. 
Plans for the fishway itself progressed 
throughout the season, and the project 
was put out to tender in the summer. 
The contract was awarded to Dean 
Construction, a well established 


marine contractor. All going well, 
1995 should see the first carp-free 
season Cootes has had in almost a 
century — and the plants, and the 
birds, and the fish will be very 
grateful. 

On the other side of Cootes things 
did not go so well. It was a trying 
year for the staff of the RBG who 
have dedicated themselves to the 
restoration of the marsh. Last year I 
told about the small experimental 
Aqua Dam near the boathouse of the 
RBG — you remember, the two big 
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tubes inside an even bigger tube 
which are pumped up with water to 
form a dam. The object is to allow 
the water to be pumped out of the 
enclosed pond so that replanting and 
natural regeneration of vegetation can 
take place. Based on the lessons of 
the experiment, a much larger one 
was installed, running from Bull's 
Pont to Rat Island, and back to the 
shore again, and enclosing about 27 
acres of marsh. Yes, it was installed, 
but not for long. Things were just 
getting pumped out (and that's 22 
million gallons of water over the 
dam) when one section collapsed. 
The experts from California were 
brought in by the manufacturer. It 
appears that a combination of seepage 
under the structure combined with 
carp tunneling at the seepage point, in 
an effort to escape the lowering water 
level, undermined the dam. 

The team from California 
reinstalled the Aqua Dam, and things 
were proceeding well when someone 
vandalized the dam by slashing four 
of the sections with a knife. Can you 
believe that? The wanton attack took 
place from the water side, meaning 
that the criminal was in a boat. New 
sections were obtained and installed, 
and the water pumped out again. In 
case you are interested, and you 
should be, more than 3,000 carp of 
spawning size were found inside. By 
then summer was on its last legs and 
little planting could be done. Even 
with this late start the marsh 
responded with germination of soft 
stem bulrush on the exposed mud 
flats and filling in of cattails along the 
shoreline. On another positive note 
the aquatic nursery established by the 


RBG in 1993 has served to allow 
planting stock to be over wintered and 
a redoubling off the planting program 
for 1995 may be possible. 

But the saga continues: late in 
September a section of the Aqua Dam 
split after being topped up with water. 
The problem is being investigated by 
the manufacturer, a Canadian 
company who are standing behind 
their product and seem determined to 
make it work. Our hopes go with 
them, since the concept of providing 
a temporary draw down allowing 
regeneration is a valid approach to 
restoration. The Aqua Dam permits 
this without permanently changing the 
marsh, and has been so used in 
restoration in the United States. 
Perseverance is the key factor, and 
we who look forward so earnestly to 
"Paradise Regained" can be thankful 
that the project workers are well 
imbued with this happy trait. 

A different type of challenge to 
the Cootes marsh restoration is the 
release of effluent from the five 
combined sewer overflows that feed 
in. Attention was focused on these 
discharges when a failure of a valve 
in the Region's sewer system allowed 
discharge of raw sewage over a 
period of several days. Research 
presently underway by several 
McMaster scientists is pointing to the 
combined sewer overflows as a major 
source of nutrient loading to the 
marsh. Once published, it is hoped 
this research will help push forward 
the Region's efforts to construct 
holding tanks as they are doing in the 
harbour. 

Turning to Grindstone Creek, it 


was difficult to evaluate success of 
the pike spawning marsh. The work 
on the beaded flood plain channels 
was completed, and it was 
encouraging to see the channels fill 
with aquatic vegetation. 
Young-of-the-year fish were 
observed there, too. In the main 
ponds, it was a mixed bag. Pond 4 
(the upper one) was a real success 
story: the winter killed all the carp in 
it and the control structure between it 
and pond 3 prevented their return. 
Those of you who walked that way 
must have been much impressed by 
the startling water clarity and the 
blossoming of aquatic vegetation as 
compared with the lower ponds. 
There, the spring run off eroded the 
berm beside the stop-log weir at the 
lower end, and the water level in 
ponds 2 and 3 was not maintained as 
had been planned. While part of the 
problem was attributed to the use of 
frozen soil by the contractor, some 
modification to the design has also 
been developed. This will be 
incorporated with the repair. A piece 
of really good news: many large pike 
were tagged this year in the Bay, a 
sign that improving conditions are 
attracting them back. 

Winter will see the construction, 
along the Grindstone Creek Valley, of 
an interpretive trail for the pike 
spawning marsh. This trail will be 
part of the Provincial Waterfront Trail 
stretching from Burlington to 
Newmarket. 

Throughout the year, planning 
continued for the habitat restoration 
work at both LaSalle Park and along 
the Northeastern Shoreline. This 
process entailed much negotiation 
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with the municipal and federal bodies 
concerned, in addition to the technical 
design of the improvements 
themselves. Funding has been 
secured to begin work on LaSalle 
Park this December with construction 
scheduled for completion in June of 
1995. The Northeastern Shoreline 
project will have to be phased over 
three years and some additional 
funding secured. 

The mention of money brings us 
to Project Paradisir, the major 
fund-raising effort mounted by the 
Royal Botanical Gardens in the latter 
half of last year. While the 
F&WHRP team were not directly 
involved in this effort, the results do 
impinge directly, since this campaign 
was designed to provide the private 
money to match the public 
contributions for the rehabilitation of 
fish and wildlife habitat. The 
campaign has reached somewhat less 
than half its target of $4 million, 
which was admittedly a challenging 
goal, but no more than was necessary 
to do the job. Moreover, the shortfall 
endangers twice that amount in 
matching public funds. The good 
news is that thanks to Bill Nelson and 
his committee the campaign has been 
extended. 

In analyzing die results, iiic. fund 
raising team has noted that the 
corporate sector responded fairly well 
and is continuing to respond, but 
contributions from individuals did not 
come in as anticipated. It seems sad 
that local residents continue to elect 
politicians who advocate much 
spending on expressways whose 
concepts are based on the obsolete 
thinking of the 1960's, and remain 


indifferent to the world of the 21st 
century. Not that most people really 
are indifferent; rather they do not 
understand the issues clearly enough, 
or just how to act on them. 
Continuing to spread the word on 
Project Paradise is a worthy role for 
members of the HNC. 

There is still time to the end of 
the year to make a commitment to 
Project Paradise, or to increase one 
already made, and the money does 
not all have to be paid at cnee. 
Every dollar donated provides three 
dollars of habitat improvement, and 
the donor gets an income tax receipt, 
too, so the multiplication factor on the 
real cost is more like four, or five, to 
one. Better yet, phone the RBG and 
get a campaign kit so you can 
approach a few others — there is no 
better way to help bring back Cootes 
marsh than a one-to-one presentation 
of the lasting benefits of Project 
Paradise. 

In summary, the past year has 
truly been one "Of Challenges to 
Paradise." Some successfully 

overcome, some not-yet. Some 

revising of plans will be necessary. 
But never forget: much solid 

progress was made, and the basis laid 
for much more. The project teams 

cu J dediCuiCli. aim iioT d VVOFivlIig, and 

every citizen of the area, present and 
future, will owe them a debt of 
gratitude. And our Bay still leads the 
42 Remedial Action Plans in the 
Great Lakes clean up. Let us keep 
that position in '95! ® 

Bill Luton is a long-time HNC 
member and active on the F&WHRP. 


A Beaver Fable 

By Allan Howie 
"We have met the enemy 
and he is us." Pogo 

Recently while observing a beaver 
in Spencer Creek, I remembered an 
old newspaper item about a beaver 
who attacked a gang of construction 
workers. The men attempted to fend 
off the attack but the beaver attacked 
so persistently that finally the men 
were forced to kill it. Later 
discussing the incident they agreed 
that the beaver must have been sick 
with rabies or some other disease. 

I do not think so. 

This, I believe, was a very 
intellectual, philosophical sort of 
beaver, who spent his long winter 
nights solemnly contemplating matters 
of a most abstruse nature. It was 
during one of these nights that his 
midnight musings were disturbed by 
a series of terrifying visions. 

First he saw a holocaust beyond 
imagining, in which countless 
numbers of his kind suffered slowly 
and agonizingly, caught by their 
hindquarters in the steely teeth of 
hideous devices. 

Then he, witnessed waves of 
destruction in the wake of which 
much of their world was transformed 
into long dark plains travelled by 
glaring lights, great expanses of 
pinnacles reaching to the skies, and 
monstrous ovens belching smoke and 
fire for miles around. 

Finally he saw the cruel legacy of 
invisible death which had found its 
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way insidiously into their waters, its 
tentacles sparing nothing. 

And behind it all he saw the face 
of the enemy more clearly than ever 
before. 

But when he tried to warn the 
others, instead of widespread 
agreement he was greeted with 
scepticism. Those few who did agree 
felt there was little they could do 
against such a powerful enemy. 

So, our environmentally aware 
beaver acted alone. He made his 
protest even at the cost of his life. 
Perhaps he preferred it thus, rather 
than sit back and idly watch the slow 
genocide of Castor Canadensis. 


If only, we might say, he hadn't 
had to act alone. If only the entire 
animal kingdom had waged a united 
effort...perhaps if a flotilla of whales 
began attacking pleasure boats in the 
St. Lawrence...perhaps if harp seals 
turned their razor-sharp teeth on 
human babies playing on the 
beaches... perhaps if a phalanx of great 
blue herons, an armoured column of 
snapping turtles and squadrons of 
dive-bombing terns attacked the 
construction workers of Hamilton 
before the Red Hill Expressway could 
destroy their Van Wagners marsh 
habitat... 

Alas, it would change nothing. 

Once again the cause would be 


rabies, or mass animal hysteria, or 
sunspots, and the human world would 
continue on its nasty, insensitive and 
shortsighted little way. 

The moral of this story is: don't 
leave it to the beaver. Act now to 
preserve the Red Hill Valley and all 
other environmentally threatened 
areas. $ 


Allan Howie is a member of the HNC 
with an interest in preserving the 
environment. 


Noteworthy Bird Record Highlights 


By Rob Dobos 

Number of species recorded to April 30, 1994 - 195. For underlined species or dates a written documentation is 
required by the Hamilton Bird Records Committee. 

Observers: Linda Burr (LB), Barb Charlton (BC), Dave Copeland (DC), Robert Curry (RC), Hugh Currie (HC), Rob 
Dawson (RDw), Rob Dobos (RD), Jim Dowall (JD), Gavin Edmonstone (GE), Mark Jennings (MJ), Mike King (MK), 
Bill Lamond (BL), Dennis Lewington (DL), Gwen Lewington (GL), Bruce Mackenzie (BM), Kevin McLaughlin 
(KM), George Meyers (GM), Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch (NPH), John Olmsted (JO), Paul Rose (PR), Jack Ryan 
(JR), Mike Street (MS), Brian Wylie (BW), Bob Yukich (BY), Many Observers (m.obs.). 


Legend: 

* -first occurrence for the year 
F -first occurrence for the 
migration 

L -last occurrence for the 
migration 

HSA-Hamilton Study Area 


Plumages,etc.: 

m. -male 
f. -female 

ad. -adult 
imm. -immature 

2nd sum. -second summer 
terr, -territorial 


Counties/Regions: 

Ha!ton [HI] 

Hamilton-Wentworth [HW] 
Niagara [ NG\ 

Peel [PL] 

Waterloo [WT\ 

Wellington [ WL ] 


APRIL 1994 

Red-throated Loon: Birds counted from Woodland Cemetery [HW] included: 10 -Apr 1 F (RC,JO); 2 -Apr 3 
(KM,BL); 30 -Apr 9 (RC); 103 -Apr 10 (RC,RD et al .); 30 -Apr 12 (MS); 19 -Apr 15 (RC;PR). 
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Red-necked Grebe: An amazing 417 were off 4th Line, Oakville [HL] Apr 5 (MK); 160 were off 3rd Line, Oakville 
[HL] Apr 9 (MK). 

American Bittern: One was over QEW & Grays Rd [HW\ Apr 23 * (RD,BC); one was at Berry C.A. [HW\ Apr 26 
(BW). 

Great Egret: One was at Bronte Marsh [HL] Apr 6 * (GE fide HC); one flew past Beamer C.A. [AG] Apr 15 
(NPH). 

Tundra Swan: On Apr 1, 270 were past Woodland Cemetery (RC,JO et al.), 53 were over Dundas Marsh [HW] 
(BW), 15 were over Highland Gardens Park [HW] (RDw), and 14 were past Beamer C.A. (GM); 12 imm. were at 
Valens C.A. Apr 17-19 (KM;RD). 

GREATER WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE: One was over Highland Gardens Park Apr 9 * (RDw). 

Surf Scoter: One m.,two f, were off 4th Line, Oakville Apr 5 (MK); six m.,seven f. were off the Burlington 
Beachstrip [HL] Apr 19 L (RD). 

Osprey: A total of 68 were counted at Beamer C.A., including nine on Apr 14 and 14 on Apr 15 (NPH). 
AMERICAN SWALLOW-TAILED KITE: One was at Beamer C.A. Apr 15 * (PR,NPH); this is the first record for 
Beamer and the HSA. 

Bald Eagle: A total of 12 were counted at Beamer C.A., including six on Apr 4 (NPH). 

Northern Goshawk: A total of 42 were counted at Beamer C.A. in Apr (NPH); a terr. pair were at Beamer through 
the month (m.obs.). 

SWAINSON'S HAWK: Singles were reported at Beamer C.A. on Apr 15 * and Apr 25 (GM,NPH). 

Golden Eagle: Single birds at Beamer C.A. were on Apr 25 and Apr 28 (NPH). 

Merlin: A total of 20 were counted at Beamer C.A. including three on Apr 15 and four on Apr 20 (NPH). 

Peregrine Falcon: Birds at Beamer C.A. included: 1 - Apr 10 F, 1 -Apr 13, 2 -Apr 25 (NPH). 

Sandhill Crane: The pair were at Grass Lake [WT] Apr 1-on (RD,BC,LB); one was at Beamer C.A. Apr 2 (RD et 
al.), and one was also there Apr 24 (NPH); two were over Morriston [ WL] Apr 16 (RD,BC). 

White-rumped Sandpiper: One was reported from Smithville Sewage Ponds [NG] Apr 29 * (MK). 

Ruff: One m. was at Smithville Sewage Ponds Apr 23*-29 (MK,BY et al.). 

Iceland Gull: One was at Woodland Cemetery Apr 1 L (RC et al.). 

Glaucous Gull: 1-3 were at Woodland Cemetery Apr 1-10 (RC et al.)', one was at Bronte [HL] Apr 6 (MJ). 

Caspian Tern: One was early at Tollgate Ponds [HW] A pr 5 * (RD). 

Forster's Tern: Birds off Woodland Cemetery included: one 2nd sum. on Apr 8*-9 (RC,KM), one on Apr 11 (MS), 
one ad. on Apr 14 (RC,JD); one was off Fifty Point C.A. [AG] Apr 16 (KM,RD et al.); one was over Brock St, 
Dundas [HW] Apr 20 (BW). 

Snowy Owl: Two were on the West End of the Bay [HW] Apr 1-2 (RD,BC et al.); one remained at Fifty Point C.A. 
to Apr 12 L (BM). 

Short-eared Owl: One was at PetroCanada Pier [HL] Apr 3 (Ml); one was off Fifty Point C.A. Apr 16 L (PR,RD et 
al.). 

Chimney Swift: One was at Beamer C.A. Apr 15 * (PR et al.). 

Black-backed Woodpecker: The m. near Rattray Marsh [PL] remained to Apr 13 L (fide HC). 

Eastern Phoebe: Ten were at Bronte Apr 6 (MJ); 16 were at Woodland Cemetery Apr 10 (RD,RC et al.). 

Common Raven: Singles were reported from Beamer C.A. Apr 14 (DC,JR), Apr 24 (DC,GM et al.) and Apr 25 
(DC,GM), possibly pertaining to the same bird. 

Worm-eating Warbler: One was at Burloak Woods [HL] Apr 26 * (MJ). 

Ovenbird: One was early at Burloak Woods Apr 25 * (MJ). 

Purple Finch: One was at Burloak Woods Apr 10 * (MJ). 

Evening Grosbeak: One was at Bronte Apr 25 F (MJ); one f. was at Ramsgate Dr, Stoney Creek [HW] Apr 26 
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(DL,GL); three were at Beamer C.A. Apr 27 (GM). 

Other Species Observed (New for the Year): Common Loon, Green Heron, Black-crowned Night-Heron, Broad¬ 
winged Hawk, Virginia Rail, Common Moorhen, Greater Yellowlegs, Lesser Yellowlegs, Solitary Sandpiper, Spotted 
Sandpiper, Upland Sandpiper, Least Sandpiper, Pectoral Sandpiper, Dunlin, Common Tem, Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird, Great Crested Flycatcher, Purple Martin, Northern Rough-winged Swallow, Bank Swallow, Cliff 
Swallow, Barn Swallow, House Wren, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Veery, Wood Thrush, Gray Catbird, American Pipit, 
Warbling Vireo, Solitary Vireo, Blue-winged Warbler, Nashville Warbler, Yellow Warbler, Yellow-rumped Warbler, 
Black-throated Green Warbler, Palm Warbler, Northern Waterthrush, Chipping Sparrow, Field Sparrow, Vesper 
Sparrow, Fox Sparrow, Lincoln's Sparrow, Bobolink, Northern Oriole. 

Please send your bird records for May to October by November 10 to Rob Dobos, 178 Cedarbrae Ave., Waterloo, 
Ont, N2L 4S3, or phone (519) 888-0553. 

HAMILTON BERDING HOTLINE: 648-9537 


Preserving Natural Areas in 
Burlington 

By Doug Brown 

Burlington is blessed with many 
natural features. These include the 
Lake Ontario shoreline, a number of 
creeks and creek valleys, the Niagara 
Escarpment, wetlands and hardwood 
stands. Regrettably, these features are 
being lost or degraded through 
inappropriate development. Nearly all 
of Burlington's shoreline from 
Spencer Smith Park to Oakville has 
been armoured or filled, destroying 
fish habitat and litoral areas and 
impacting on longshore movements of 
sediment. Most of Burlington's creeks 
have been channelized and in some 
cases large stretches of creek have 
been totally buried. Most of Roseland 
Creek is now buried. Woods, and 
wetlands have been destroyed as the 
City expanded. 

There have been some 
encouraging signs that this process 
can be stopped and that many of 
Burlington's remaining natural 


features can be protected. In 1990, 
the Tyandaga Ratepayers were able to 
alter development plans and preserved 
a wooded area along the Niagara 
Escarpment by incorporating the area 
in a park. In 1991, the Burlington 
Chapter of the Conserver Society and 
the Halton Blue Bird Club were 
successful in changing development 
plans for the Burloak Office Park in 
north east Burlington to protect two 
woodlots and the Sheldon Creek 
valley. In that same year, a young 
student, Gregory Kachmar, was able 
to delay plans for the development of 
a wetland near Walkers Line and 
Upper Middle Road. 

Although there have been some 
recent successes, community groups 
generally do not have the resources to 
monitor all development proposals 
one-by-one, nor do they have the 
power to take on well-funded 
developers. What is needed is a 
planning framework that provides for 
the protection of natural areas in 
provincial policiesand in municipal 
official plans and zoning by-laws. 
Ontario is cautiously moving in this 


direction through its revision of the 
Planning and Development Act, (Bill 
163) to prohibit development on 
certain kinds of natural areas. 
Unfortunately, there have been 
behind-the-scenes efforts by officials 
in the Ontario Ministry of Natural 
Resources to dilute these provisions of 
Bill 163. 

At the municipal level, the City 
and Region should undertake a 
comprehensive inventory and 
assessment of natural areas to identify 
areas requiring protection. This 
would provide a planning framework 
for municipal staff and developers so 
that development could be planned 
around these features - rather than 
conducting environmental studies 
after developments are proposed. 49 

Doug Brown is a member of the 
HNC. He recently represented the 
Conserver Society at the Ontario 
Municipal Board hearing on 
development restrictions for the 
Mairrway Woodlot and is running for 
City and Regional Council in Ward 7. 
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Education Committee Report 

By Lyn Hanna-Folkes 

Throughout the summer of 1994, 
Club members took part in vegetation 
rescues from rich deciduous and 
wetland habitats in Hamilton- 
Wentworth. Carolinian woods were 
cleared for residential surveys, a new 
fire hall in Waterdown and the 403 
highway extension in Ancaster. Many 
plants were saved from the bulldozer 
including: Sassafras trees, interrupted 
fern, hepatica, red and white triilium, 
black snakeroot, running strawberry 
bush, bloodroot and marsh marigold 
— to name a few. Although the rich 
habitats could not be saved, the 
rescued plants went to many 
rehabilitation projects throughout the 
region on public and private land. 

Natural rehabilitation activities are 
catching on quickly in Hamilton- 
Wentworth. Natural regeneration 
projects are now being planned at 
elementary, senior, and secondary 
schools as well as at conservation 
areas. Teachers and principals now 
have full support from the Boards of 
Education. Thank you very much to 
members of the HNC who 
participated in these projects and 
those organized by the HRCA to 
rehabilitate Spencer Creek. You did 
a fantastic job and we hope to see 
you next year. 

Fifteen schools took part in the 
1994 Walkathon for the Environment 
and several received good support for 
environmental projects from funding 
agencies. Schools are interested in 
having people from the Club identify 
native vs. non-native plants or weeds 
on their properties. Ancaster High 


School has requested field instruction 
for a botanical inventory as well. If 
you can offer a school any help, 
please contact them and tell them you 
are from the HNC. 

Slide shows about naturalization 
projects and/or Carolinian forests 
were presented for the FON 
Conference, the Rotary Club of 
Dundas, and at some schools where 
naturalization projects are underway. 
A conference called, "Learning 
Grounds", will take place November 
4-5, 1994 at the RBG. The purpose 
is to discuss, inform and instruct 
anyone interested in carrying out 
naturalization projects at schools. 

Many publications about 
naturalization projects are available 
now. Some are listed in the HNC 
Guidelines for Natural Regenerations 
on School Properties (available for 
$5.00 from Lyn Hanna-Folkes). 

The Education Committee also 
sent letters of support, including 
petitions from the HNC, to the 
Niagara Escarpment Commission and 
a Flamborough group opposing the 
SPIDER racetrack development 
proposal. © 
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Conservation Column 

Conservation/Education 
Committees Unite: 

Find out how you can become 
involved at new regular monthly 
meetings 

By Brian McHattie 
It is a great privilege to be back 
on the HNC Board of Directors (the 
most prestigous in the land!) with the 
responsibility of administering 
conservation activities. On behalf of 
all Club members I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank outgoing 
Conservation Director Doug Kay 
(with the inestimable assistance of 
Karen Pettit) for his committment to 
the position these past two years, 
especially his work with the Natural 
Areas Inventory computer database 
and the Citizen's Guide to Protecting 
Natural Areas in Hamilton- 
Wentworth, written by Jocelyn e 
Neysmith. Doug has promised that he 
will continue to stay involved — I’m 
counting on it! 

I can tell you that together we 
will accomplish some fantastic things 
over the next two years. To begin 
with, Lyn Hanna-Folkes (Education 
Director) and I have decided to link 
the Education and Conservation 
committees. With the recent flood of 
HNC publications, we both agree that 
sharing HNC knowledge about 
protecting natural areas with members 
and the Hamilton-Wentworth public is 
the number one priority (note: a 
valuable opportunity for volunteers to 
pick up public speaking skills!). Lyn 
also needs help with the fabulously 
successful schoolyard naturalization 
program. 
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To accomplish these tasks, we 
need to greatly expand the 
membership of the committee. 
Starting November 28th, on every 
fourth Monday of the month, the 
Conservation/Education group will 
meet with a two part agenda: 

• First, we will have a 
presentation on a conservation 
topic to help educate all 
present (November's topic is 
on how to protect your 
natural areas. There will be a 
presentation on the new 
Citizen's Guide). 

• Second, we will discuss strategy 
on the host of activities the 
committee is working on (e.g. 
Red Hill Valley, Windermere 
Basin, Hamilton Harbour Fish and 
Wildlife Habitat Rehabiliation 
Project). We encourage everyone 
to share their ideas on these 
topics and to bring forward new 
issues to discuss. 

In this way, we hope to both educate 
the public and attract new committee 
members to help the HNC continue to 
make a difference. 

The Bruce Trail Association has 
generously provided space for our 
etings at Rasberry House, located 
;:s RBG Arboretum on Old Guelph 
Road, Dundas. Follow the signs at 
the Arboretum to find Rasberry 
House. 

Anyone interested in assisting in 
Conservation/Education activities 
please contact me at 627-3499 
(anytime) or Lyn at 648-1945. $ 


Herp Atlas Now Available! 

The Reptiles and Amphibians 
of the Hamilton Apea 


An IIistoeicm. <5ummady ,y\d rut: Results or 



$20.00 - At meetings or order from 68 -151 Gateshead Cres. 
Stoney Creek, Ont. L8G 3W1. Phone (905) 664-8796 - 180 pp. 
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MONTHLY MEETINGS 

Monday, November 7, 8:00 p.m. 

Location: RBG Centre 

680 Plains Rd. West 
Burlington 

Manatees and Conservation 
in Trinidad 

Carole Boyle 

Monday, December 12, 7:00p.m. 

Please note the time change! 

Location: RBG Centre 

680 Plains Rd. West 
Burlington 

75th Anniversary Program 

Wine & Cheese, Past Presidents 
plus, Greening Our Schools 

Lyn Hanna-Folkes 

Monday, November 21, 7:30 p.m. 

Bird Study Group 

Location: RBG Nature Centre, 
Arboretum, 

Old Guelph Rd. 

Dundas 

This is an informal but interesting 
meeting featuring a discussion of recent 
bird sightings, an identification session 
and a workshop, film or set of slides 
about some aspect of birds. If you're a 
beginner birdwatcher, come out to leam 
more about birds. If you're an expert 
birder, come out to share your 
knowledge and enthusiasm. This month 
will feature: 

— Marge Gartshore - Hooded warblers 
Organizer: Bruce Duncan 

1-519-622-4709 


Thursday, November 24, 7:30 p.m. 

Plant Study Group 

Location: Gage Park Depot, 

(near Greenhouses), 
Hamilton. 

The Plant Study Group is an informal 
meeting of those interested in plants and 
who wish to share ideas and leam more 
about this fascinating aspect of the 
natural world. Whether a beginner or a 
seasoned botanist, come out and enjoy 
the lively discussions. This month will 
feature: 

— To be announced 
Organizer: Lyn Hanna-Folkes 

648-1945 

Monday, November 28, 7:30 p.m. 

Conservation/Education Study 
Group 

Location: Rasberry House 
RBG Art>oretum 
Old Guelph Rd. 

Dundas 

Follow signs to Rasberry House 
Come have fun and leam with us! 

Better yet, find out how to apply your 
new found knowledge to protect your 
favourite wetland, woodland or meadow. 
The group meets monthly to leam about 
topics relating to the protection of 
natural areas both here in Hamilton- 
Wentworth and beyond. The first half 
of the meeting takes the form of an 
informative presentation, followed by a 
discussion period. During the second 
half of the evening, participants will 
report on the many issues they are 
working on and seek ideas for new and 
better strategies to protect nature. This 
month will feature: 

- a presentation on: "A Citizen's Guide 
to Protecting Natural Areas in 
Hamilton-Wentworth." 

Organizer: Brian McHattie 
905-627-3499 


UPCOMING EVENTS 

Sunday November 6 

Fall Bird Count 

This annual event attempts to survey the 
birdlife present throughout the Hamilton 
Study Area during late fall. In order for 
full coverage, more birders are needed. 
Contact Bill to confirm your area or be 
assigned a new territory. 

Compiler: Bill Lamond 519-756-9546 

Saturday November 26 9:30 - 4:00 

Native Trees in Winter 
Tree species can be easily distinguished 
in winter if you pay attention to smaller 
details, like bud, twig and bark 
characteristics. A morning field trip is 
followed by an afternoon lab session on 
the use of botanical keys and texts. 

Meet at the Nature Interpretive Centre, 
Royal Botanical Gardens. Fee $20.50. 
Register by November 11. 

Inquries: 527-7962 

Monday December 26 

Hamilton Christmas Bird Count 
This continent-wide event has been an 
annual tradition for many years for local 
birders. It also provides useful data on 
wintering bird populations. If you have 
participated previously, contact Mark to 
confirm your territory. New counters 
are welcome. 

Compiler: Mark Jennings 335-5210 


The October WOOD DUCK was 
assembled and mailed by: 

Jo Harschnitz 
Norm and Mary Pomfret 
Norm Ralston 
Doris Bundle 
Maria Sedgwick 
Jim and Jean Stollard 
Phyllis Fair 
Thanks everyone! 
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The Hamilton Naturalists' Club promotes public interest in the study, conservation and appreciation of our natural 
heritage. Meetings are held monthly from September to May inclusive and visitors are always welcome. 

Outdoor field events are scheduled for every month and a complete listing for the entire season may be obtained 
from the Membership Director. The Hamilton Naturalists' Club is a registered charitable organization and all 
donations above the regular membership fee are tax deductible. 

1994-95 Membership Fees: 


Life Member.$350.00 

Active Member.20.00 

Active Senior Member.17.00 

Joint Members.30.00 

Joint Senior Members.25.00 

Family Membership.35.00 

Student Member.10.00 

Corresponding Member.15.00 

Junior Nats.30.00 

Junior Nats-each additional child.20.00 

Honorary Life Member.None 


H N C BOARD OF DIRECTORS 1994-95 


Past President: 

John Struger 

547-5116 

Conservation: 
Brian McHattie 


627-3499 

President: 

Margaret Walton 

627-7361 

Sancturay: 

John Fischer 

Days 

336-4961 

Vice-President: 

Brian Burgon 

648-6153 

Education: 

Lyn Hanna-Folkes 

Eves 

643-3837 

648-1945 

Secretary: 

Lena Radziunes 

765-8980 

Program: 

Paul Charlebois 


334-4499 

Treasurer: 

Betty Blashill 

664-8796 

Field Events: 

Brian Wylie 


627-4601 

Membership: 


Publicity and Jr. Naturalists: 

Wolfgang Luft 

681-2276 

Roslynne Price 


681-2276 

Wood Duck Editor: 

Jean Stollard 

634-3538 

Social: 

Dons Rundle 


561-8333 


THE WOOD DUCK is the official publication of the Hamilton Naturalists' Club and is produced by volunteer 
members of the Club. THE WOOD DUCK is published nine times yearly from September to May inclusive and 
it is mailed free to members. 

Contributions for publication are most welcome and should be addressed to the Editor: Jean Stollard, 457-7 
Woodview Road., Burlington ON L7N 2Z9. Articles word processed on computer disk in IBM format while 
appreciated, are not necessary. Deadline for receipt of material is the first of the month preceding publication 
date. Articles may be reprinted without permission but credit lines must be included. Articles in the WOOD 
DUCK reflect the views of the authors and are not necessarily the views endorsed by the Hamilton Naturalists' 
Club. 

Send noteworthy bird records to: Rob Dobos, 178 Cedarbrae Ave., Waterloo, ON N2S 4L3 
The WOOD DUCK is printed on re-cycled paper. 














